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FACT SHEET
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IN CUSTODY DISPUTES

The following data will assist the court in making safe custody and visitation decisions:

1. Is child sexual abuse rare?
Fact: No. Child sexual abuse is remarkably common.’

* A meta-analysis of 22 American studies found that 30-40% of females and 13%
of males experienced sexual abuse as children.?

* |na Gallup survey of 1,000 families, 30% of women and 9% of men reported
that they had experienced forcible sexual abuse as children.?

2. Are child sexual abuse crimes underreported?

Fact: Yes. These crimes are significantly underreporled.*l’he prevalence rates cited
above do not account for the fact that many people who were sexually abused as
children never told anyone.

* |n an adult retrospective study, 42% ofwomen and 33% of men sexually abused
as children reported never having disclosed the sexual abuse until being asked
during the study.®

* Delays in reporting child sexual abuse are common.®

* The average time between cessation of child sexual abuse and its disclosure is
12 years.’

* Children are most likely to disclose recent or on-going abuse to their non-
abusive parents_8

3. Is child sexual abuse usually perpetrated by strangers?

Fact: No. On average, studies using victim samples find that only 3% to 14 7% of sex
crimes against children are perpetrated by strangers to the child. The other 85.3% to
97% of child sex crimes are perpetrated by adults whom the child knows
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4. Do parents sexually abuse their own children?

Fact: Yes Biological parents and parental figures perpetrate 32% to 39.7% of all
sexual assaults against child victims. o

5. Are other family members responsible for a large portion of all sex crimes committed
against children?

Fact: Yes 11.3% to 22 4% of child sexual abuse is perpetrated by family members
other than parents.'’

* Young children are more likely than older children to be sexually abused by
family members. =

*  (irls are at especially high risk of being sexually abused by their uncles.”

6. Do adult non-relatives known to the child often commit sex crimes against children?

Fact: Yes. 29.7 to 42 3% of sexual assault against children is perpetrated by adult non-
relatives known fo the child, such as acquaintances, babysitters, day care providers,
parent’s lover, clergy, teachers, scout leaders, coaches, counselors, foster parents,
family friends, and others. ™

7. Is child sexual abuse most frequently committed by males?

Fact: Yes. 90% to 96% of child sexual abuse is perpetrated by males. i

8. Are batterers more likely than non-violent parents to sexually abuse their children?

Fact: Yes Children of batterers are ﬁ.ﬁﬂto 19 times more likely to be victims of incest
than children of non-battering parents.L

9. Is possession of child pornography related to child sexual abuse perpetration?

Fact: Yes. Child pornography offenses are a valid diagnostic indicator of pedophilia’”
and there is significant overlap between child sex abusers and collectors of child
pornography .

* 85% of men incarceraﬁed for child pornography possession admitted to sexual
contact with children '®



